What is a HSC® Co-op?

Human Service Co-ops, (HSC® Companies) are not just human service providers. They are companies where individuals with disabilities, their families and friends have come together, to share in ownership and direction of the company.  Members have a real voice, share in leadership, have one vote, learn from one another and lead together.  Services are determined by the members and may include:  respite, attendant care, personal care, employment services, residential services, therapy services and more.  When certified as a self directed company, they may use the HSC® trademark. The co-op model provides a self-directed platform that brings people together and requires no special amendment to a state waiver.
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 Formed in 2004, HSC® Companies came together to form the Federated HSC to leverage each member’s small capacity for a maximum effect.  The Federated HSC is a national cooperative comprised of local Human Service Cooperatives.  Its goals are to provide:  member networking, information sharing, technical assistance, board  training and training: in governance,  leadership development, collective decision making, outreach, government contracting, strategic planning, budget development, human resource, and risk management. We provide a national purchasing program with Office Max, Medline and US Bank as vendor companies offering special pricing and rebates.  The Federated HSC has assisted in the formation of cooperatives in Arizona, Michigan, California, Tennessee, and Illinois 

“Cooperatives empower people to improve their quality of life and enhance their economic opportunities through self-help. Throughout the world, cooperatives are providing co-op members with ... services, utilities,  goods, housing … and other services that would otherwise not be available to them”  www.cdf.coop,  7.08

“Cooperatives … providing needed services in isolated communities… innovative and low-cost solutions to a host of economic and social challenges. Cooperatives create the “Ownership Society” by allowing the average community member… to be an entrepreneur and owner.”  www.ncba.coop, 7-08
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  HSC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

 In 2006, the Federated HSC and its members established the HSC Educational Foundation, a 501 c 3, to serve as a fiscal agent to the Federated HSC and its members.  

Our mission is to promote and provide opportunities for people with disabilities to champion quality and self-dtermination, build partnerships, and realize common vision and values.  We develop new leaders in a time of change.  
 Our purpose is to educate, build awareness and generate funding, charitable donations and contributions to support the Federated HSC, its HSC members and forming groups to enhance self-directed human service systems. 
